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Controversial issues in the curriculum – Facilitating discussion

How do you present controversial issues for discussion in the classroom? Asking students simply to take sides 

lack of information some people have about them.

‘AGREE, DISAGREE, DON’T KNOW’
Label three walls of the classroom ‘AGREE’, ‘DISAGREE’ and ‘DON’T KNOW’. Read out a statement on a 

what to think. Re-arrange the chairs and tables so that the students are sitting in rows along the walls they 
have chosen, facing inwards. The ‘AGREE’s and ‘DISAGREE’s should be facing each other with the ‘DON’T 
KNOW’s in between. Give the students a chance to express and discuss their opinions, taking turns, one 
person speaking at a time- as follows:

• ‘AGREE’s put their arguments to the ‘DISAGREE’s
• ‘DISAGREE’s put their counter-arguments to the ‘AGREE’s
• ‘AGREE’s and ‘DISAGREE’s  interact with each others’ arguments 
• ‘DON’T KNOWS’ express their own thoughts on the issue – however confused – and have a chance to 

question ‘AGREE’s and ‘DISAGREE’s
• ‘AGREE’s, ‘DISAGREE’s and ‘DON’T KNOW’s interact with each others’ arguments and questions.

This kind of activity requires at least one hour and a half, maybe more. To debrief, you may wish to ask 

or consider how they might explore the issue in more depth.
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