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The curriculum can often be a source of controversy in a school. Some school subjects are more associated 
with controversy than others. Here are some examples to look out for.

• History
• Religious education
• Health education
• Civic and social education
• Literature
• Science

As principal it is important to be aware that people in your school community might disagree strongly with the 
way your school is handling some of these issues, e.g., with the version of history taught in History lessons, or 
the use of a particular book in Literature.

In many cases the curriculum is mandatory and you have no power to alter it. Thus, where there is a concern 
about a disagreement getting out of hand, you may need to address the situation by making a public statement 
to allay fears about the way your school is handling the issue in question.

for controversy in the subjects they teach, and that they have the skills required to deescalate controversial 
issues safely.
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Controversial issues in the curriculum – Where and what?
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