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Awareness 

recognized as a human right in numerous important international conventions. In particular, the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) references the rights of children under 18. It recognizes educa-
tion as a legal right and equal opportunity for every child. Its Article 28 guarantees free compulsory primary 
education for all, progressive free secondary education that should, in any case, be available to all, as well as 
accessibility to higher education in terms of capacity. It states the obligation of the State to adopt measures 

cooperation in terms of education, particularly the elimination of ignorance and illiteracy and promotes access 

On the whole, apart from the provisions concerning access, the right to education encompasses the obliga-
tions of the States to refrain from discrimination at all levels of the educational system, and to set minimum 
educational standards to improve the quality of education.

-
tines and the daily problems to solve. To ensure the basic functioning of the school by itself is a huge task. 
Additionally, you must maintain a welcoming and nurturing environment and educate all students regardless 

Moreover, you wish that everyone treat diversity as an opportunity and not as an obstacle to quality education.

-

-
cal changes so that all students can succeed - regardless of their background or skills and competences.
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-

-
tors, the board and everyone in the community will be collaborating with your school. Are you ready for this 

More im-
portantly, your teachers need to have or develop a broad understanding of inclusion. In meetings together with 

First, everyone concerned must have a basic understanding of inclusiveness. The following might help to 
clarify the concept.

 August 
18, 2020.

still understand the term along these lines.

However, inclusive education means that all students attend, and are welcomed by, their neighborhood schools 
in age-appropriate, regular classes, and are supported to learn, to contribute and participate in all aspects of 
school life.

Inclusive education is about how we develop and design our schools and our programs and activities, so that 
all students can learn and participate together.

diverse needs in a way that is responsive, accepting, respectful and supportive. Students participate in the 
education program within a common learning environment with support to diminish and remove barriers and 

Inclusive education is carried out in a common learning environment, an educational setting where students 

-
room, library, gym, theatre and music room facilities, cafeterias, playgrounds, and the local community. Thus, 
a common learning environment is a place where students with intellectual disabilities or other special needs 
can learn together with their peers, rather than separately.

• 
shared with peers in a chosen educational setting.

•  Provide a positive climate, promote a sense of belonging and ensure student progress toward appropriate 
personal, social, emotional, and academic goals.

• 
centered teaching practices and principles.

• 

emphasize inclusion and equity as laying the foundations for quality education. 

For this task of making your school a model for inclusive education, you must have many colleagues in the 
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Preparation  

1. Form a team to work with during the whole process. Together with your team, start by discussing the  
 approach and consider the list of indicators.

a. Choose the important ones for your school.
b. Add any indicators you feel are missing.

you do well and some you where you need additional development.
2. 

a. Pupils
b. Teachers

d. Parents
e. School board
f. Members of the community with whom you may be cooperating 
g. …

3. Develop the action plan and the time frame. Make sure, they include 

c. A second assessment to learn about the developments
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25 possible indicators for your school to assess your inclusiveness:
1. 

education, including a policy against discrimination.
2. -

abilities or special learning needs).
3. 

to send their child to a private or other school (where applicable).
4. All students are assigned to their age-appropriate grade.
5. The school and its facilities are physically accessible to all students.

The school knows which professional organizations, paraprofessionals, advocacy groups, and community 

and abilities.
7. The school uses several types of student assessments and does neither assess students based on per-

formance tests nor publicize their results.
8. 

in terms of their protection and providing for their learning (e.g., Braille materials, deaf signers, multilingual 
resources).

9. 
Thus, they receive advanced professional training on a regular basis to develop the requisite knowledge, 

10. -
sist the school in becoming more inclusive.

11. 
of inclusive education (such ways include mechanisms for guaranteeing access to school by all students 
regardless of their background or ability).

12. 
backgrounds in terms of race, ethnicity, physical ability, religion, language, socio-economic status, etc.). 

13. 
religions and belief systems, as appropriate, in school.

14. The school has a steady supply of clean, drinking water and serves or sells healthy, nutritious, and high-

15. 
them to complete school.
Teachers are aware of resources that are available to assist students with special needs including special 
learning needs.

17. 
18. Learning activities take place in multiple formats such as individual, pairs, small group, and whole class 

instruction in which heterogeneous student groups are ensured.
19. 

language(s) of instruction. 
20. All students contribute to the development of guidelines and rules for their classroom and school to foster 

inclusion, non-discrimination and prevent violence and abuse.
21. The learning and teaching processes, as well as the learning materials engage the students in a balanced 

and non-discriminatory manner, regardless of their background or ability.
22. In the learning materials provided by the school, children of diverse backgrounds and abilities are por-

trayed positively. The students understand the concept of inclusive education and can identify cultural, 
religious, ethnic, gender and other bias in learning materials.

23. Students with physical disabilities have opportunities for physical play and development.
24. -

dents, parents, and members of the community when needed.
25. Students and parents participate in decision-making.
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Action:  

Chosen indicators for inclusion Status of this indicator in my 
school from 1 to 10.

Steps to be taken (collected by 
the discussion teams).

1)
1………………………...............10

2)
1………………………...............10

3)
1………………………...............10

4)
1………………………...............10

5)
1………………………...............10

1………………………...............10

7)
1………………………...............10

8)
1………………………...............10

9)
1………………………...............10

10)
1………………………...............10

1. 
assessment process.

2. -
bers, etc). They latter may meet on the occasion of a big school event, or scheduled meetings, according 
to their availability.

3. Ask them to discuss their assessment and their comments.
4. Task them to come up with proposals for improvement.
5. Collect all comments and proposals in your team.

7. Report the masterplan to all key players involved.
8. 


